noble confidence evinced by the Emperor in returning alone to the scene of terror in the middle of the night. He remained on the spot till half-past three on the following morning.
The deeply-lamented victim of this catastrophe, the unfortunate Princess Schwartzenberg, was killed by returning to the ballroom in search of her daughter, who, however, had been saved. A luster fell from the ceiling on the head of the Princess and fractured her skull. She fell into an aperture, caused by the burning of the floor, and her body, with the exception of her bosom and part of one arm, was burned to a cinder. The body was recognizable only by a gold chain round the neck, to which was suspended a locket set round with jewels, whose initial letters formed a motto. The Princess was one of the most charming women of her time: beautiful, amiable, graceful, and accomplished.
Prince Eugene had the good fortune to perceive a small private door behind the Throne, which had been made for the use of the servants who handed round the refreshments. The Prince saved his wife by conducting her through that door to the interior of the house. The Princesse de la Leyen, the niece of the Prince Primate, was burned in a most frightful manner. Like the Princess Schwartzenberg, she had left her daughter dancing, and returned to the ballroom to rescue her. The young lady and her father, after fruitlessly searching for the Princess, concluded that she had returned to Passy, where they resided. On reaching home, however, they found she was not there.
The family then became dreadfully alarmed. The Prince threw off his embroidered coat and decorations, and hastened back to Paris in search of her. Meanwhile a Swedish officer had carried out from the burning ruins of the ballroom the almost lifeless remains of a female. Her countenance was so blackened and disfigured that it was -impossible to recognize her features. The silver mounting of her diamond tiara had melted, and penetrated into her head. Hearing a faint groan uttered by what appeared to be merely a mass of cinder, the officer discovered that life was not yet extinct. He conveyed the Princess to a shop in the neighborhood of the Ambassador's Hotel, where every attention was rendered to her.s return the engines had not yet arrived. The Austrian Embassy were loud in their praise of theness of his wife and children, he would not permit them to land, and thusloved.
